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Post Plenary Briefing

Main Events of the Week

Conservatives urge EU action on Climate
Change

European Parliament endorses Conservatives' battle
against climate change

This week in Strasbourg, Conservatives welcomed
the first stage in the EU's fight against climate
change which was announced in the European
Parliament. The proposals come in the form of a
report from the Temporary Committee on Climate
Change, which details the scientific facts of climate
change and makes recommendations for action by
the EU.

John Bowis MEP, Conservative spokesman on the
Environment in the European Parliament said:

"The evidence for global warming is with us.
Whether it is the risk of flooding in London, the
thousands fleeing the rising seas of Bangladesh, or
Oxfam's forecasts of hunger, disease and migration,
the message is clear. The need for more research
must not stop a drive for real and effective action by
Britain and its European, Commonwealth and
transatlantic partners."

The Temporary Committee on Climate Change was
set up by the European Parliament in April 2007 to
put together different viewpoints from the many
different policy areas related to climate change, in
order to reach an EU consensus in negotiations for a
future international climate agreement.

The Committee report notes that the scientific
evidence on the origins and causes of climate
change is well established and recognised
worldwide. It also stresses that the underlying
causes of global warming are mostly man-made. In
addition, it calls for research on the causes and
effects of climate change. Further to the report, the
costs of climate change as a result of industry,
particularly transport, including quantifying the impact
of pollution caused by air transport, should be
analysed, and not just the impact on economic
competitiveness, for example the increase in energy
costs.
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Conservatives push for the slow death of
the Strasbourqg circus

The campaign to end the European Parliament's
monthly commute from Brussels to Strasbourg
received a boost this week as up to one-third of
MEPs voted in favour of proposals sponsored by
Conservative MEPs and the Campaign for
Parliamentary Reform (CPR) to reduce the time
spent in the French city.

Although the proposals did not pass, Giles
Chichester MEP, Leader of the Conservatives in the
European Parliament welcomed the increased
numbers of MEPs who voted for the changes. He
said:

"We are making small but significant steps to end the
Strasbourg circus. Year after year, MEPs are voting
in increasing numbers to end this costly and
environmentally wasteful anachronism.

£170 million per year is spent on hauling 3000 people
and their papers from Brussels to Strasbourg and
back. It will have to stop one day. Today's vote
suggests the momentum is with us. After all, if Rome
wasn't built in a day, Strasbourg as a second seat
cannot be stopped in a day."

Common Agricultural Policy needs
emergency surgery, not a Health Check

"Nowhere near strong enough" was the reaction of
Neil Parish MEP, Conservative spokesman on
Agriculture  and Chairman of the European
Parliament's Agriculture Committee, as the European
Commission finally unveiled its long awaited "Health
Check" of the Common Agricultural Policy.

The Health Check is the first overhaul of the CAP
since the introduction of the Single Farm Payment
scheme in 2003/4 and assumes even more
importance following the spiralling of food prices
around the world. It seeks to update and simplify the
scheme, adapting the CAP to new challenges like
food security, and making it more relevant to the
modern world by moving more money away from
direct subsidies and into areas such as
environmental stewardship.
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Mr Parish welcomed the abolition of set-aside, the
rule by which a proportion of land must be left
uncultivated, the further reduction in decoupling, and
the planned abolition of milk quotas. However, in the
current climate Mr Parish had hoped that the
European Commissioner would use the "Health
Check" as an opportunity to free up European
agriculture and to allow British farmers to produce
more food. In particular, he hopedto see firmer
proposals on the simplification of cross-compliance
regulations and a greater amount of money moved
from direct payments into environmental schemes
through compulsory 'modulation’.

Mr Parish said:

"The Commission has identified the root cause of the
disease but its prescription is nowhere near strong
enough. The symptoms of attempts to manage the
agriculture market are visible throughout the world,
and unless a more radical approach to CAP reform is
adopted, European agriculture will become less and
less healthy.

"We need to move more money from direct payments
into environmental schemes and there is a strong
case for moving support from cereal production into
sectors that really need support to survive, such as
the livestock sector which often farmsin areas of
high landscape value. The abolition of set aside will
allow us to produce more cerealsand we can
retain its environmental benefits, such as enhanced
hedgerows, through six metre protection zones.

"The market price now provides a huge incentive for
farmers but European red tape is getting in their way.
Far from protecting farmers, over-zealous regulations
are limiting their capacity to meet the challenge of
producing more food. We have a responsibility to
farmers in the EU and consumers across the globe to
stop government interference and allow them to do
what they do best - produce food.

"We need a far more wide-scale reform of the CAP to
bring it up to date with the trials we face in the 21st
century. The challenges facing farming today are as
numerous as the opportunities and we need a CAP
that will embrace the opportunities and minimise the
threats."

Conservatives call for answers on
directory scams

This week in Strasbourg, Conservative MEPs
demanded answers from EU Member States on the
actions they are taking to prevent thousands of small
businesses and professionals from becoming victims
of rogue directory companies.

The "European City Guide™ and similar outfits
advertise "free of charge" entries in business
catalogues and then ftrick interested businesses into
signing long-term agreements which foresee annual
fees amounting to thousands of pounds. The scam
forms have onerous contract terms in very small
print, which are overlooked by businesses convinced
they are merely getting a free listing. Although there
is no evidence that these fraudsters have taken
anyone to court to recover their fees, many small
businesses have succumbed to the pressure of
threats and parted with substantial sums of money.

Conservative MEPs wanted to know why it is taking
EU governments so long to crack down on the
"European City Guides" operating in their territories
and explore what further actions can be taken at a
European level.

Sir Robert Atkins MEP, Conservative spokesman
on Petitions in the European Parliament said:

"This is a scam and we have received numerous
petitions from aggrieved citizens about threats and
blackmail. Action must be taken to stop it."

Malcolm Harbour MEP, Conservative spokesman
on the Internal Market and Consumer Protection in
the European Parliament said:

"Small Businesses are the prime victims of these
scams. It is unacceptable that European fair trading
authorities cannot work together to deal with the
perpetrators. How can small companies keep up
their enthusiasm for a single market while this
problem carries on?"

RESULTS OF THE VOTES:

Andersson - Comparability of vocational training
qualifications between Member States
Spokesman: Philip Bushill - Matthews MEP

Adopted - Conservatives in favour

Parish - Simplifying procedures for listing and
publishing information in the veterinary and
zootechnical fields

Spokesman: Neil Parish MEP

Adopted - Conservatives in favour

Geringer de Oedenberg - The return of cultural
objects unlawfully removed from the territory of a
Member State

Spokesman: Sajjad Karim MEP

Adopted - Conservatives in favour
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